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Robert T. Anderson


Harvard Law School, Oneida Nation Visiting Professor of Law, July 2025 – present.
Professor of Law, Emeritus, University of Washington School of Law. 
Solicitor, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington D.C., 2021 – 2025.
Prior Academic Appointments
Harvard Law School, Oneida Nation Visiting Professor of Law, 2009-2021; annual visitor appointment; teaching one semester per year.
Visiting Professor of Law, Spring  2020, University of Colorado School of Law, Boulder, CO.
Professor of Law, and Director, Native American Law Center, University of Washington School of Law, 2000-2020.
Courses taught:  American Indian Law, Water Law, Natural Resources Law, Property Law, Public Land Law, and Wildlife Law.
1997-2001
Prior Government & Public Service
President-Elect Biden’s Agency Review Team, 2020 to January 2021
Deputy-lead for Interior Department Agency Review Team

Commission on Indian Trust Administration and Reform, 2011 to 2013
Appointed by Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar to five-member voluntary review Commission. Produced final report and recommendations for administrative reform efforts.
President-Elect Obama’s Agency Review Team, September 2008 to January 2009
Co-lead for Interior Department Agency Review — (co-lead of team selected to engage in pre-election and post-election analysis of Department of the Interior and to present the new Administration with options regarding all policy and budget matters affecting Interior and its constituents).

Counselor to the Secretary of the Interior (1997-2000)
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C.  20240 

Associate Solicitor for Indian Affairs (1995-1997)
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240


Native American Rights Fund, August 1983 to March 1995

Senior Staff Attorney
Native American Rights Fund
Boulder, CO and Anchorage, AK
1506 Broadway
Boulder, CO  80302
EDUCATION, BAR MEMBERSHIPS 
J.D. Cum Laude 
University of Minnesota Law School
229 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55455

B.A. Summa Cum Laude
Bemidji State University
Bemidji, Minnesota  56601

Licensed to practice in Washington, Minnesota, Colorado, Alaska, District of Columbia, United States Supreme Court, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth and District of Columbia Circuit Courts of Appeal and Federal District Court for the District of Alaska and Western District of Washington.

TRIBAL CITIZENSHIP

Bois Forte Band of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
BOARDS and JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Chief Justice, Court of Appeals, Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, resigned
Justice, Tulalip Tribal Court of Appeals, resigned
Justice, Bois Forte Band Court of Appeals, resigned
Legal Foundation of Washington, Member, Board of Trustees (2002), Treasurer (2003),Vice President (2004), President (2005) (appointed by Washington Supreme Court)

						

PUBLICATIONS

Books & Book Chapters 

Anderson, Krakoff, & Berger, AMERICAN INDIAN LAW: CASES AND COMMENTARY, 5TH ED. (West 2025 – in progress).


Anderson, Krakoff, & Berger, AMERICAN INDIAN LAW: CASES AND COMMENTARY, 4TH ED. (West 2020).

Anderson, Berger, Krakoff and Frickey, AMERICAN INDIAN LAW: CASES AND COMMENTARY, 3RD ED. (West 2015).

COHEN’S HANDBOOK OF FEDERAL INDIAN LAW (LexisNexis 2012) (Co-author and member of Executive Editorial Board).

COHEN’S HANDBOOK OF FEDERAL INDIAN LAW—2019 SUPPLEMENT (LexisNexis 2019) (Co-author and member of Executive Editorial Board).

COHEN’S HANDBOOK OF FEDERAL INDIAN LAW—2017 SUPPLEMENT (LexisNexis 2017) (Co-author and member of Executive Editorial Board).

COHEN’S HANDBOOK OF FEDERAL INDIAN LAW—2015 SUPPLEMENT (LexisNexis 2015) (Co-author and member of Executive Editorial Board).

INDIAN LAW STORIES, Book Chapter, Aboriginal Title in the Canadian Legal System:  Delgamuukw v. British Columbia, (Foundation Press 2011).

Anderson, Berger, Frickey and Krakoff, AMERICAN INDIAN LAW: CASES AND COMMENTARY, 2ND ED. (West 2010).

Anderson, Berger, Frickey and Krakoff, AMERICAN INDIAN LAW: CASES AND COMMENTARY (ThompsonWest 2008).

THE POWER OF PROMISES: PERSPECTIVES ON PACIFIC NORTHWEST INDIAN TREATIES, Book Chapter, Treaty Substitutes in the Modern Era (UW Press 2008).

COHEN’S HANDBOOK OF FEDERAL INDIAN LAW (LexisNexis 2005) (Co-author and member of Executive Editorial Board).

SUPPLEMENTS TO COHEN’S HANDBOOK OF FEDERAL INDIAN LAW (LexisNexis 2007 & 2009) (Co-author and member of Executive Editorial Board).

Articles
The Katie John Litigation: A Continuing Search for Alaska Native Fishing Rights After ANCSA, 51 Ariz. St. L.J. 845 (2019).
Indigenous Rights to Water & Environmental Protection,  53 Harv. C.R.-C.L. L. Rev. 337 (2018).

Protecting Offshore Areas from Oil and Gas Leasing: Presidential Authority Under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act and the Antiquities Act, 44 Ecology L.Q. 727 (2018).

Philip Womble, Debra Perrone, Scott Jasechko, Rebecca L. Nelson, Leon F. Szeptycki, Robert T. Anderson & Steven M. Gorellick, Indigenous Communities, Groundwater Opportunities: A U.S. Court Decision Unlocks Vast Potential to Improve Sustainable Freshwater Management, 361 Science 453 (2018).

Sovereignty and Subsistence: Native Self-Government and Rights to Hunt, Fish, and Gather After ANCSA, 33 Alaska L. Rev. 187 (2016).

Federal Treaty and Trust Obligations, and Ocean Acidification, 6 Wash. J. Envtl. Law & Pol’y 474 (2016).

Water Rights, Water Quality, and Regulatory Jurisdiction in Indian Country, 34 Stan. Envtl. L. J. 195 (2015).

Negotiating Jurisdiction: Retroceding State Authority Over Indian Country Granted by Public Law 280, 87 WASH. L. REV. 915 (2012).

Indian Water Rights, Practical Reasoning and Negotiated Settlements, 98 CAL. L. REV. 1133 (2010).

Alaska Native Rights, Statehood and Unfinished Business, 43 TULSA L. REV. 17 (2007).

Indian Water Rights and the Federal Trust Responsibility, 46 NAT. RESOURCES J. 399 (2006).

Indian Water Rights:  Litigation and Settlements, 42 TULSA L. REV. 23 (2006).
The New Realism:  The Next Generation of Scholarship in Federal Indian Law, 32 AM. IND. L. REV. 1, 130-36 (2007-08) (transcript of speech).

Criminal Jurisdiction, Tribal Courts and Public Defenders, 13 KAN. J.L. & PUB. POL’Y 139 (2003).
Book Review of AMERICAN INDIANS AND STATE LAW:  SOVEREIGNTY, RACE AND CITIZENSHIP, 1790-1880, 84 NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 450 (2009).

Book Review of TRIBAL WATER RIGHTS:  ESSAYS IN CONTEMPORARY LAW, POLICY, AND ECONOMICS, 31 AMERICAN INDIAN CULTURE AND RESEARCH JOURNAL No. 1 (UCLA 2007).
Book Review of ALASKA NATIVES AND AMERICAN LAWS, 18 ALASKA L. REV. 317 (2001).

Reports
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON INDIAN TRUST ADMINISTRATION AND REFORM, Department of the Interior, Final Report, Approved by the Commission, December 10, 2013 (Primary Author and Editor).  http://www.interior.gov/cobell/commission/index.cfm
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